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Oíche Shamhna 

Shona Daoibh! 

Happy Halloween 

Das Halloween 

Allehelgens dag 

El Dia de Halloween 

La Veille de la Tous-saint 

La Vigilia d'Ognissanti 

 



 

Prayer for Halloween 
 

God of Laughter and Joy, 

 

We turn to you in the way of our ancient ancestors, grateful for the  

abundance of food and festivity that surrounds us at this time of year. 

 

Keep all children safe as they embark on their Halloween revels. 

 

Light their way through the dark night and enfold them in love. 

 

May the real treat in their lives be grace that multiplies in depth and  

breadth as they grow older. 

 

We pray this with all the saints in heaven. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from the Principal 



Letter from the Principal 
September has flown by and here we are already preparing for Hallow‟een! The children 

are well settled into school and are working so hard. 

Our 31 Junior Infants have learned the school rules so fast and are even walking in on 

their own to the classroom each morning. We welcome also the new children in the 

senior classes. We hope they will be happy in Scoil Eoin Phóil. 

Lots has been happening in the 7 weeks since our return to school. Visits to the library, 

to Maynooth Castle, to „Calamity Jane‟, nature walks to Squirrel Wood, planting spring 

flowers around the school, preparing for Communion and Confirmation, lunchtime Gaelic 

Leagues, U 11 Gaelic Leagues for the boys and girls at 3pm, Spikeball coaching, Maths 

Week, Maths quizzes, the list goes on and on. Our Literacy programme is up and running 

each day from 9.25 to 10am and from 2.25 to 2.55pm and we are so grateful to our 

volunteers parents and grandparents who give of their time so generously to support 

the teachers in the classroom. If anyone would still like to volunteer please let any of 

the staff know. 

Already we are looking ahead to the next term when there is much to look forward to. 

The P.T.A has organised the Book Fair (5th & 6th November) and the excitement is 

building around our Christmas Fair on 29th November. The P.T.A would appreciate all 

donations of bric a brac, cakes, books, uniforms in good condition etc for the Fair. 

Further details will be sent to you after Hallow‟een. 

Finally thank you to everyone who works so hard in school and outside school on behalf 

of Scoil Eoin Phóil parents, children, staff, P.T.A and Board of Management. 

 

Happy Hallow‟een ! 

 

Imelda Lohan 

Principal 

 

*Reminder: Meeting on 9th November at 8pm to elect 

2 parents (Father and Mother) to new Board of 

Management.



 

 Halloween 
One Halloween night, 

A knight got a fright, 

He was strapped to dynamite. 

It was so bright! 

A spark lit the dynamite, 

And he went into the night, 

It was such a sight! 

By Ellie Costello & Aaron Scott, 

2nd Class 

What Halloween Is All About 
Yay ! Halloween is very soon, 

I can't wait to see the full moon! 

I wonder if I'll see a black cat, 

And maybe I'll wear a scary witch's hat. 

I'll get a red chocolate fountain, 

And make loads of Jack­O­Lanterns! 

There will be a lot of costumes to admire, 

And some people might go to the bonfire. 

I might just go and meet 

Some friends to trick or treat. 

Witches, goblins and going out, 

Is what Halloween is all about! 

By Ella Mahon,4th Class 

There was a bat as black as night, 

His glowing eyes were so bright, 

As he flew through the night, 

He gave people a fright, 

What a scary sight!  

By Caitlin Symes, 2nd Class 

5 safety rules for Halloween 
1. Be very careful around bonfires and 

listen to what the fire officer says. 

2. Do not touch fireworks! 

3. Do not frighten small children if you 

are wearing a mask, they won't know it 

is you! 

4. Remember your manners, when trick 

or treating, say thank you! 

5. Always stay with a parent or whoever 

is minding you and have fun! 

Alison O'Connor, 3rd Class 

 

 

 

The Chamber of Horrors 

The chamber of horrors is a terrifying sight 

The chamber of horrors will haunt you all 

night 

The blood dripping chains go squeak, squeak, 

squeak 

While the floorboards underneath go creak 

creak, creak 

You can never escape; you will never be free, 

From the cackling witches going hee hee 

hee! 

So stay inside on Halloween night 

Otherwise you‟re in for a very big fright! 

By Nicole O Riordan, 6th Class 



 

 

 Halloween 
         Halloween 
Halloween is something special 

Halloween is something nice  

Halloween with a lot of treats   

Halloween is a paradise   

I like Halloween even if you don‟t  

Which I guess is wrong, because who 

doesn‟t like Halloween? 

Barak Gafni, 4th Class 

Halloween is coming 

Apples are hanging from the ceiling 

Lemonade is being drank 

Lots of children having fun 

Ohhh but the ghosts are coming 

Will you be scared? 

Everyone pretending to be brave 

Each one, how many will go to the grave? 

Nobody knows who will come back 

Lucy O'Connor, 4th Class 

There once was a bat, 

Who wore a scary hat, 

One day he met a cat, 

Who shouted „rat-a-tat-tat‟, 

He got such a fright he fell flat 

-with a splat! 

By Paul Golodnik & Sean Hyland 

2nd Class It is Halloween. I am going to dress up as a 

zombie for Halloween. It will be very 

scary. I am going trick or treating. We are 

having a party at school. We will play apple 

bobbing and dress up. 

Precious Oyekan, 1st Class 

I am going to dress up as a skeleton. I am 

going trick or treating. I will get lots of 

candy. I love Halloween. 

Anastasia Tabacaru, 1st Class 

Halloween is a lovely time of the year 

All the children go out trick or treating 

Lots of kids dress up on Halloween 

Lots of kids wave sparklers around 

On Halloween kids go door-to-door for treats 

Wonderful things happen that night 

Everyone loves Halloween especially the kids 

Everybody enjoys eating a brack  

Not every country celebrates Halloween 

Natasha McDonald, 4th Class 



 

 

In school we did perspective paintings and it 

was really fun. We learned about Italy, I 

didn‟t know that Ciao meant hello and 

goodbye in Italian. We did a poem about a 

foot being tired. We learned about the 1916 

rising, I loved it. We did self portraits and 

portraits with charcoal. 

Liam Weldrick, 2nd class 

 School 

Message from the Senior Infants 
The children of Senior Infants have been 

so busy since returning to school after the 

summer holidays. We have been busy 

learning many new things. 

We learned how we change as we get older 

and to show how we changed we made our 

very own timelines! We all did a great job 

putting our photographs in order and 

decorating them! 

We have been very busy learning all about 

Recycling. We are trying our best to be a 

part of the Green Team, helping to keep 

our environment clean and tidy! 

We made great inventions using recyclable 

things: giant cars, ships, robots in all 

shapes and sizes, and even a giant slithery 

snake! And many more things too! We all 

worked so hard and we want to thank our 

mammies and daddies and friends for 

helping us do such a great job! 

The excitement of Halloween is now 

building, as we begin to plan our costumes 

and look forward to Trick-or-Treating! 
 

Cyberbullying Workshop in Fifth Class 
In 5th class we had a cyberbullying workshop. 

Here are some facts I learned from it:  

1. The best thing to do when you‟re being 

cyberbullied is tell your parents. 

2. If somebody says something that‟s not nice 

about you, don‟t go online for twenty four 

hours. 

3. Don‟t let the bully get away with it, stick up 

for yourself. 

4. Don‟t say something back to the bully if 

he/she says something mean to you. 

5. Ignore the person that is cyberbullying you. 

6. Tell the police about it, if you are getting 

really upset about cyberbullying. 

7. Don‟t friend someone or like them if they 

are strangers on social media. 

8. Unlike them or unfriend the bully if you are 

getting cyberbullied. 

9. Don‟t tell anyone else your password. It 

should only be you‟re your family.  

10. Don‟t give your email address to anyone 

online. 

Daragh Enright, 5th Class. 

 

Junior Entrepreneur Programme 
This year, the three 6th classes have 

entered into the Junior Entrepreneur  

Programme. This will involve each 6th class 

setting up their own business. Please keep 

a look out over the next few weeks for our 

business ideas as we would greatly 

appreciate all the support we can get! 

6th Class 
 



 

 

 

children went on autumn walks with their 

families and collected many wonderful 

things for out Autumn Table in our 

classroom. We now have an excellent 

collection of beautiful colourful leaves, 

conkers, acorns, berries, nests and 

sycamore seeds. They children enjoyed 

comparing fir cones and pine cones and 

learning about crab apples and orchard 

apples. It was great fun watching sycamore 

seeds fly and seeing why people call them 

„helicopters‟! The children learned about 

the farmer harvesting crops and why 

scarecrows are needed to frighten the 

birds away. The children have read autumn 

stories and learned autumn poems. The 

children are very excited to create autumn 

trees and collect leaves for printing. 

Autumn is the best time of year! 

 

Message from Junior Infants 

On Tuesday the first of September thirty-

one excited girls and boys started their first 

day of school in Scoil Eoin Phóil.  These eager 

little children ran into Room 16 with their 

moms and dads and began to play with their 

activities. After some photographs and a few 

tears the boys and girls settled into their 

new classroom and began to make friends 

with their new classmates.  Now after 

completing seven weeks of school the children 

have grown in confidence and are enjoying life 

in primary school. The girls and boys love 

learning their Jolly Phonics sounds and songs. 

Painting is always a creative time especially 

watching the primary colours making new 

secondary colours. Going to the halla to play 

lots of games and learn new skills is such fun. 

We have learned many new Gaeilge poems and 

love to say them with our actions. We try 

really hard to remember our „froggy grip‟ 

when we are writing and love practising our 

letters on our whiteboards. We like taking 

turns picking a story from the library for 

„Story-time‟ and listening to interactive 

stories on the whiteboard.  This Friday we 

are having a Halloween party and we are 

looking forward to playing some Halloween 

games with our class. We are having a great 

time in Junior Infants. 

Maths Week 

We have had a super time this week 

completing lots of fun and exciting 

activities for Maths Week. Each day we 

worked in groups sorting and classifying 

many objects in our classroom.  We had to 

sort the building bricks, food, cutlery, 

socks, shoes, teddy bears links and shapes. 

We organised all these objects into colour 

groups and then sorted them according to 

size and shape. It was really tricky because 

the interactive timer only gave us 40 

seconds for each task. We worked together 

in groups and had so much fun working as a 

team and beating the clock. This week we 

met the Fuzz Bugs‟ for the first time! We 

had so much fun playing with the Fuzz Bugs 

on the interactive whiteboard. They are  

School 

Autumn 

All the girls and boys in Junior Infants have 

been learning about autumn. The children love 

to sit in front of the autumn notice board and 

explain the signs of autumn. The children 

have learned about autumn fruits, autumn 

weather, autumn leaves and animals that 

search for food during autumn season. The  
 



 
School 

crazy creatures and run away when they need to 

be sorted. We had to place the Fuzz Bugs into 

jars and count, sort and complete lots of 

activities until all the Fuzz Bugs were organised. 

We also played many Planet Maths games and 

tried our best to solve all the puzzles. We 

learned two Maths songs called „Five Little 

Speckled Frogs‟ and „Once I Caught a Fish Alive‟. 

We love Maths Week in Junior Infants!  

 

Library Visit 
On Wednesday the 7th of October we went 

on a trip to the library to listen to the 

author Erika McGann speak about her 

novels. We were allowed to pick our own 

partners for the walk there. I was with 

Sophie. She is a very kind and friendly girl. 

While we were walking to the library we 

talked about scary stories. I was so tired 

by the time we walked to the top of the hill. 

Eventually we reached the library and Erika 

was there waiting for us. She spoke to us 

about what it was like to write a book. She 

showed us some of the book covers that 

were designed but didn‟t get chosen. They 

were very well illustrated. I loved the visit 

to the library and before we left Erika gave 

us a bookmark each. I asked for her 

autograph and she signed it for me. We had 

so much fun and it was the best library visit 

that I have ever had in my life.  

Cassandra Barbu, 5th Class 

Anraith 

Léigh mo rang an scéal “ag an margadh” an 

tseachtain seo chaite. Bhíomar ag foghlaim 

mar gheall ar gach saghas torthaí agus 

glasraí.  Is iad na glasraí a bhí le foghlaim 

againn ná- meachain bhána, cóilís, cúirseád, 

oinniúin, cúcamar, trátaí, soilire, cabáiste, 

cáireád agus prataí. Is iad na torthaí a bhí 

le foghlaim againn ná- úlla, óraistí, plumaí, 

piorraí agus caora fíniúna. Shoichraigh mo 

mhúinteoir anraith a dhéanamh ar scoil le 

mo rang. Bhí orainn glasraí a thabhairt 

isteach. Fuair mé cáiréad, prataí agus 

peirsile ó mo mhamaí. Bhí mé ar bís maidin 

dé hAoine. Chuamar go dtí seomra na 

múinteoirí chun an t-anraith a dhéanamh. 

Nigh Nathan na glasraí. Ghearr mé na 

cáiréad. Bhí Shauna ag frioch na hoinniúin 

sa friochtán.  Chuireamar gach rud sa 

phóta. Tar éis uair a chloig, bhí an t-

anraith réidh. Thug mo mhúinteoir babhla 

anraith do gach dúine. D‟itheamar arán 

freisin. Bhí sé go dea-bhlásta. 

Na dáltaí ó rang a sé 

Maths Week 
It was Maths Week at school last week. It 

was very fun. We made 2-D shape monsters 

for art. We went on a maths trail around our 

classroom and the yard. We did a maths quiz 

in our class on Friday. Two teams won.  

Maths week was cool.  

Jack Conlon, 1st Class 

 
 



 

 

 

Mo Theach 
Tá mé i mo chónaí ar imeall Léim an 

Bhradáin. Tá 10 seomra i mo theach. Tá 6 

sheomra thuas staighre. Tá 4 sheomra 

thíos staighre. Is teach leathscoite é.  

Le Joshua Zander Groen 
Tá mé i mo chónaí i lár an bhaile. Tá 12 

seomra i mo theach. Tá 7 seomra thuas 

staighre. Tá 5 sheomra thíos staighre. Is 

teach leathscoite é. 

Le Anna Shaw 
Tá mé i mo chónaí ar imeall an bhaile. Tá 7 

seomra thuas staighre, tá 5 sheomra thíos 

staighre. Is teach leathscoite é.  

Le Christian Gray. 

Dáltaí ó rang a trí 

 

Our Maynooth Castle Visit 
It was a Thursday morning and we were off 

to Maynooth Castle. We were allowed to bring 

a piece of lunch with us. We walked to the 

train station and had to wait for a few 

minutes before the train arrived. There were 

very few seats left on the train. I was lucky 

enough to get a seat with my friends Steven, 

Daragh, and Cathal. We arrived at Maynooth 

train station and we walked across the bridge. 

We walked along the canal and into the town 

until we reached the castle. Mr Landers was 

our tour guide. He told us a lot of facts about 

the castle. One of the most interesting facts 

was that there was a well to hide in if anyone 

attacked the castle. After we saw the well we 

went upstairs and we found out that in the 

castle long ago if people were seen in their 

base, the Normans would chop off their 

heads and have it on a stake on the top of the 

castle.  

By Calum Cleary,5th Class 

In Mrs. Garrigan‟s 2nd class we have learned 

about being healthy. This is what we have 

learned; you should eats lots of bread and 

cereal. You should also try to eat 5 fruit and 

veg per day. Moving on now we are learning 

about Italy. Did you know pizza is Italian? 

The Italian flag is a lot like the Irish flag. 

The Irish flag is green, white and orange 

and the Italian flag is green, white and red. 

Moving on again in Maths we are doing 2D 

shapes, I brought in a square for our table. 

There are lots of 2D shapes. We are making 

our Communion and we are learning a song 

called Circle of Friends, I really like it. 

Rosie O’Connor, 2nd Class. 

Mrs. Garrigan is my teacher. We learned 

about Italy. The word Ciao means hello and 

goodbye. The capital of Italy is Rome. We did 

art with charcoal on Friday. We learned about 

+ and – in class. We have a drawing box in our 

classroom for when we are finished our work. 

We have a maths table in our class room. I 

brought in a rectangle to school for the 

maths table. We are making our Communion 

this year. We have a new boy in our class, his 

name is Elay. 

Isabelle Braescu Cojacaru 2nd Class 

School 



 

 

 

Sport 

The Ladies Football Finals at Croke Park 

I was excited to go and see Kildare play 

Waterford in the Intermediate Ladies 

Football Final in Croke Park on Sunday 27th 

September.  My sister Shannon used to 

play for the Kildare team but she got 

injured.  It was the second match of the 

day and it was a close scoring game 

between the two teams but in the end 

Waterford won. The final score was 3-14 to 

0-10.  It was a great achievement for 

Kildare all the same and we are very proud 

of the team.  There were two past pupils 

from our school playing; Tara Hallinan and 

Aishling Savage and two other Leixlip 

players also.  The atmosphere in Croke Park 

was very exciting.  We got to see three 

matches on the day. The first game was 

The Junior Ladies Final between Scotland 

and Louth. Louth won.  Then the second 

game which was the one we were really 

there to see was the Intermediate Final 

between Kildare and Waterford. 

Waterford won.  Then the third and final 

game was the Senior Ladies Final between 

Dublin and Cork. Cork won and my teachers 

weren‟t happy because they‟re both Dublin 

supporters!  It was a great day out and I 

really enjoyed the matches, especially the 

Kildare game. 

Caoimhe Holland, 6th Class 

 

UP KILDARE 

Basketball 

We have been practising basketball for P.E. 

We are having lots of fun. We have been 

practising bounce passing, dribbling and 

shooting baskets. I have got really good at 

scoring baskets. We have played matches 

and my team won last week. I love 

basketball. 

Oliver Andralojc, 1st Class 

Spikeball 

Spikeball has started up again this year. It 

is an adapted version of volleyball and is 

played in both primary and secondary 

schools across the country. This is the 

seventh year that Scoil Eoin Phóil has 

entered teams into the Schools 

Championships. We had nearly sixty 5th and 

6th class children who joined this year. 

From this group, we have selected children 

to represent our school in the Kildare 

championships. They have been training 

hard and the children, those who played 

last year and the beginners this year have 

improved hugely. Best of luck Spikeballers!! 

6th Class 
 



 

 

Creative Writing 
My Perfect School 

3rd Class studied the poem 'Welcome Back to 

School' by Kenn Nesbitt. In the poem Kenn 

described a perfect school day which turned 

out to be a dream.3rd Class wrote about their 

perfect schools: 

In my school the hallway is a trampoline. For 

lunch you can only have gummy bears and 

candy floss! My yard is a water park, if you 

walk on the grass you sink in and get to swim 

with fish. For assembly you watch movies and 

eat cinema popcorn and Oreos. For homework 

you have to play video games for two hours. 

PE is a hall full of ziplines. Upstairs is where 

cats and dogs hangout and the dogs wear 

sunglasses. 

Ella Burke 
My school is amazing!  The walls are made of 

sweets.  If it‟s someone‟s birthday the whole 

school celebrates and has a big party.  If you 

don‟t have a bite of the candy walls you are 

sent to the principal‟s office!!  In the halls, 

the ground is an aquarium. There are 

trampolines, where you jump into a swimming 

pool.   

Orlaith Thornton 

For homework you go to Disney land and stay 

in Mickey Mouse‟s Hotel. For lunch you‟re only 

allowed sweets and chocolate. For PE you play 

soccer for 2 hours. On Monday you can do 

golden time. On Tuesday you go home at half 

one. On Wednesday homework is to watch TV. 

On Thursday you watch your favourite movie. 

On Friday you get extra play time out on the 

yard and a party for the last hour. 

Cian Masterson 

Pupils from 3rd Class          

The Deadly Dolphin Sea Arena 

Once upon a time there lived a dolphin who 

had found a magic orb. It gave him super 

powers! The dolphins name was Mickey. 

Mickey had the power to call upon the 

ancient dolphins. He also had the power to 

summon a super and aggressive tornado. 

One day he was swimming in a colossal pool. 

Suddenly, he swam upon a dazzling, 

energetic, elated and determined mermaid. 

The mermaids name was Lauren. Lauren 

had the power to sing higher than any 

mermaid in the sea. The next day Lauren 

and Mikey explored the strange, unusual, 

immense sea arena. The sea arena was a 

fantastic, magnificent, sparkling and 

gleaming place. It was a place where 

different sea creatures all over the world 

came to battle. Suddenly Mickey saw the 

most evil, vicious and intimidating creature 

in the whole sea. His name was Dr.Colossal. 

The prize for the sea arena battle was a 

trip to lovely Australia. Dr.Colossal was 

able to hypnotise people into a deep and 

unpleasant sleep but he was no match for 

Mickey and Lauren and their super powers. 

They defeated him easily! They grabbed 

the valuable key to Australia and the 

bright guard let them in. It was an exciting 

adventure! 

By David Sonowo, 4th Class 



 

 

The Dolphin Race 
Once upon a time, there was a rare dolphin 

named Bernie. He was competing in a 

gigantic race to Australia. The first one to 

reach the destination got a fantastic prize! 

Bernie was at the crowded starting reef 

and every species of fish was there. The 

colourful blowfish started the race and off 

the dolphins sped, all except for one 

dolphin, Bernie. He knew well to take care 

and not to go too rapidly for the rest of the 

dolphins would begin to tire after a while. 

Bernie stopped off in Hawaii and met a 

beautiful mermaid named Bliss. Bliss had 

long brown, curly locks swaying around her 

big smile along with bright, smooth skin. 

She had a pouch full of delicious food too.  

She needed the food as she was on her way 

to Australia to see the winning dolphin. 

Together they swam all the way to 

Australia. Since the other dolphins were 

still racing, Bernie had won the race! He was 

ecstatic and Bliss was overjoyed for him. 

After he made his way up the reef he was 

presented with an oversized sea shell 

trophy and a big box of scrumptious fish. 

Every fish lived happily ever after! 

Kate Harrington, 4th Class 

Tinn sa Leaba 

Rossa is ainm dó agus bhí sé tinn sa leaba. Bhí 

teirmiméadar ina bhéal agus bhí pian ina bholg. 

D‟hún Mamaí na curitíní. D‟oscial Daidí an 

doras agus tháinig an dochtúir isteach. Dúirt 

sé “Dia dhuit Rossa. Conas atá tú?” Dúirt 

Rossa, “Go huafasach”. Dúirt an dochtúir, “Seo 

buidéal leighis duit”. Dúirt Rossa, “Go raibh 

maith agat”. Bhí teidí, leabhar grinn agus 

madra ar an leaba.  Bhí buidéal leighis agus 

bláthanna ar an mbord. Bhí bróga peil ar an 

urlár. Beidh sé ceart go leor an tseachtain so 

chugainn. 

Carla Long, 4th Class 

Newspaper Article 

In Miss O Keeffe‟s class we have been 

learning about how to write newspaper 

articles. We had to write an article and 

come up with a headline for it. It was based 

on a story “Skulduggery Pleasant” from our 

English book “Up and Running”.  

Skinless man saves Stephanie 

Last night at 11.50 p.m. the robbery of the 

year happened. Stephanie Long was robbed. 

We all have heard of Stephanie‟s dad Mr 

Long, the billionaire of the town. It is no 

wonder that a robbery happened in his 

house. At 11.55 p.m. a man arrived to the 

scene of the crime. He was a tall man and 

wore a brown hat with dark sunglasses to 

hide his eyes. When we met with Stephanie 

afterwards she told us that his name was 

Skulduggery Pleasant. If anyone sees this 

skinless, mystery man please contact us. I 

am your gossip girl, Lara McGaley.  

Lara McGaley, 5th Class 

Breithlá Dusty 

Dia dhuit! Dusty is ainm dom. Bhí mo 

bhreithlá ann inné. Bhí mé deich mbliana 

d‟aois. Tháinig Elle, Carla agus Ben ar cuairt. 

Fuair me bronntanais agus cáca milis.D‟ith 

mé scelallóga, píotsa, ispíní, seacláid agus 

cáca milis. D‟ól mé liomanáid.Thosaigh mé ag 

canadh, ag damhsa agus ag súgradh. Is brea 

liom mo shaol! 

Elle McAuley, 4th Class 

Creative Writing 



 

 

 

Rosh Hashana 
Rosh Hashana is a Jewish holiday. This 

holiday is the start of the year for the 

Jewish people. We eat apples and honey so 

that the year will be sweet. We eat a head 

of a fish so that we will always be in the 

lead and not be led by others. We eat 

pomegranate seeds, so that we will be as 

many as the seeds. 

Kfir Gafni, 4th Class 

Rosh Hashanah 
This holiday marks the beginning of the 

Jewish New Year, and is considered an 

official 'Day of God' for mankind and a 'Day 

of Judgement'. 

On this holiday men blow the Shafer (a type 

of horn) in the Synagogue, which symbolises 

the opening of the gates of heaven and all 

prayers are heard by God. 

We celebrate by eating a fish head, 

pomegranate, apple and honey - Sweet foods 

so that the year ahead will be sweet. At 

Rosh Hashanah we wish for our family and 

friends that the new year will be better 

than the previous one - A year as sweet as 

honey. 

Maayan Petel, 5th class 

 

The army came to our school. It was so 

exciting.  We sang Amhrán na bhFiann for 

them. They gave us a flag for our school. 

We will hang it up outside to remember 

the 1916 Easter Rising. I went to the 

G.P.O. I saw the bullet holes in the wall 

there. I cannot wait for 2016. 

Sofiia Zhilokova 1st Class 

1916 Rising My Family History 
My great grandfather was William Corr. He 

was the governor of Kilmainham Gaol during 

the 1916 Easter Rising. 

During Eamonn de Valera‟s time as a 

prisoner in Kilmainham Gaol, some higher 

powers demanded he be kept away from 

other prisoners and not be allowed outside. 

My great grandfather would not allow this 

to happen. He would secretly bring him to 

the yard and play handball with him. 

On the day of De Valera‟s release, there is 

a picture of my great grandfather opening 

the door for him on the day of his release. 

He was the last prisoner in the jail. We 

have a photo of this moment that hangs 

proudly at home. 

My uncle was also in the Irish Army. His 

name was Kevin Mayne and joined when he 

was only 17. He was a very proud Irish man 

and by 25 he was the first solider to join 

the Irish Army Ranger Wing. We will always 

be very proud of him. 

Rebecca Whelan Farrell, 4th Class 

Culture Corner 



 

 This Festival marked the end of the 

“season of the Sun” (Summer) and the 

beginning of “the season of darkness 

and cold” (winter). 

 The Celts believed that evil spirits 

came with the long hours of winter 

darkness and they could be seen on 

earth. 

 The Celts built bonfires to frighten 

the spirits way and feasted and 

danced around the fires. 

 

 

FIRE 

The earliest recorded history of fireworks 

was in 7th century China where they were 

invented. The Chinese used fireworks to 

celebrate festivities and then there 

popularity spread throughout the world. We 

use them in Ireland at Halloween and other 

celebrations. We also have bonfires at 

Halloween. The word bonfire is derived from 

fires that burned bones. On Halloween night 

we light bonfires to celebrate, but we don't 

burn bones, we burn wood and other things 

outdoors.  

 

Did you Know? 

 All Hallows Eve, Samhain, All Hallowtide, 

The Feast of the Dead. 

It is thoughts that the colours orange and 

black became Halloween colours because 

orange is associated with harvests and 

black is associated with death. 

Black Cats were originally believed to 

protect witches‟ powers from negative 

forces.     

 

 

What is Halloween all about? 

 Celts were people who lived in 

Ireland hundred of years ago. 

 The Celts celebrated their New 

Year‟s Eve on October 31st. 

 They called this festival Samhain – 

this is the Irish word for 

November. 

 

 We  remember those who have 

dead during the month of 

November. 

 

 

Halloween History 



 

 

púca 

úll 

cnónna 

báirín 

breac 

cailleach 

damhán alla  

vaimpír 

fáinne 

féasta 

creatlach 

ialtóg 

masc 

puimcín 

spraoi 

milseáin 

oíche 

shamhna 

tine 

chnámh

V A I M P Í R S T A I R Ú L L 

A E U I D G L P Ú C A C P B S 

O I A L T Ó G R L B S I O Á T 

C O I C N Ó N N A S E D L I I 

O Í C H E S H A M H N A C R N 

D E L P C R E I O P C M A Í E 

E A S U L E C P E M E H I N C 

C U I I R E R K G I G Á L B H 

D E R M I G E C B L H N L R N 

E H H C E O A S S S K A E E Á 

G H L Í I S T P R E N L A A M 

F Á I N N E L R P Á M L C C H 

L S E X R S A A I I S A H F I 

E M A S C I C O D N D E A U O 

B S E W P K H I F F É A S T A 

Cuardach Focal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw a picture of you in your 

Halloween costume: 


